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MR. REEVES: W want to nmmke sure everybody's
signed the sign-in sheet so we can have a record of who's here
today. So if you haven't signed in, please do so. | would
rem nd you, too, we have a court reporter here recording the
events, so if you ask a question or have a question, feel free
to ask it, but talk |loudly so she can hear you. It mght be

hel pful even to identify your name for her the first time or

so she can just note who you are. That would hel p us too.

My nane is Butch Reeves, and |I'mthe chief |egal counse
with the Governor's office. As you know, the Board of
Apportionment is made of the Governor, the Secretary of State,
and the Attorney General. They've net once already to kind of
kick off this process. W' re here to have input on the front
end before the plan's even drawn fromthe people in this
conmmunity to find out what you |ike, what you don't |ike. For
i nstance, nulti-nenber districts. You are a mnulti-nenber
district here in Fort Smth. W would Iike to know what you

t hi nk about that. Do you want to keep it? do you want to

it? do you want to do sonmething different. We want to know

what you think about the current lines, essentially. Should

they be nmoved? how should they be noved? There will be sone
nmovi ng of the lines because of increased population. | think
Ti m has some nunmbers on what we think each -- based on the
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proj ections, what each house district, how many should be in

t hat and how many should be in each senate district. Sone of

those will have to be nobved. And so we're here, generally,

to get your input. There are certain things that the courts

have told us that we should take into consideration

conmunities that are simlar, that you have a simlar interest.

I ncunbency for current incunbents is another consideration that

we can take into account. The information we will have this
time, | think, will probably be nore extensive than we've ever
had. At least in the format we will have it, which will nake

much easier to answer questions and ask questi ons about each
pl an, each county, each Senate and House district that we're
going to draw. So, really, that's why we're here, really, to

get input fromyou as nuch as to have you hear what we have to

say.
W will be back. Timwll give you the tine franes, but

we' ve been told, that we'll get the census nunbers by March

next year, by the end of March. It will take sone tinme to | oad

that data and then start drawing the plan. W hope to have the
whol e process finished by Cctober so that if a person wants to

run for the House or Senate, they know which district they have
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toliveinto run for it. |If they need to nove across the
street or across town, or whatever, we want themto know that a
year in advance to neet the qualifications. That's really why
we hope to have it done by October. W plan to be back in your
area. | can't say in this building or this place, but in your

area, sonetine next sumrer with a proposed plan.

4

The Board will not have voted on it when we cone back,
the plan the staff is proposing will be avail able on our web
site as soon as we can get it on there. Timwll go into sone
of that.

On our web site also are dates, time frames, the staff
people. Like | said, |I'mButch Reeves fromthe Governor's
office, and this is TimHunmphries from Sharon Priest's office,
Larry Crane from Mark Pryor's office, Ron Maxwell from Sharon
Priest's office, and Greg Kirkpatrick fromthe Governor's
office. Al of our nanes are on that web page with our phone
nunbers. | think our e-mauil address is on there too, so if you

have a question, concern, sonething you want to say, please

free to log on and | et us know that.

That's really -- as the plan gets devel oped, we will put
it on there as we get it so you can nake coments actually on
t he web page about the plan that you're seeing when it's

devel oped. And understand, until the Board votes on it, it's



18 not the official plan. 1It's the proposed plan. So until that

19 happens, we still want to know what your input about what you
20 t hi nk.
21 Anyt hing el se we need to cover? Timwanted to go over
22 kind of the software and the conputer and how we're actually
23 going to be doing this. Each of our offices has our own
24 software conputer. W have a central office in the AGON
25 buil ding across fromthe state Capitol with staffers over
there.
5
1 So if you call or e-nmail, you'll actually get that office over
2 there, but we all have access to that and will be avail able
over
3 there when the plan starts being drawmn. So I'Il turn it over
to
4 Ti m
5 MR, HUWMPHRI ES: Folks, I'mgoing to give you sort
6 of a denonstration about how our conmputer systemthat we're
7 going to have set up is going to work. Maybe, also, in the
8 process give you a little bit of an idea of how we can help the
9 counti es.
10 Reapportionnment is not just drawi ng congressiona
11 districts. That's the general assenbly that does that. It's
] 12 not just drawi ng each house and senate districts that we do
ut

13 it's -- I'"'msure there -- | know there are a lot of you here
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that are aware that a lot of it is involved in the |ocal |eve
too. Justice of the Peace districts have to be drawn, and in
sone areas school districts have el ectoral zones that they have
to draw. So we're going to be able to offer some technica
assistance in that regard, too. And I'Il talk alittle bit

about that as we go through it, but before | actually get to

denonstration, 1'll point out the state maps that we brought
here that show the house and the senate districts.

VWat's on the screen here gives you an idea of what our
conputer software is about and about, you know, what we'll be
doi ng when we actually sit down at the conputer after the data

cones in in March, probably. And when we start actually

6
t hese districts.
You can see here we've got -- this is a House plan for
this general vicinity here. And | think you can see a
particul ar problemthat we nmay have had in this area here.
That's been ironed out in the last election. And I'lIl get into

alittle bit |ater about how we're going to avoid those kind of
probl ens when we do redistrict. W had -- that nistake was a
huge ni stake that the |last Board of Apportionment made, and
we're not going to make that nistake again. And | can tell you
why our technology is going to enable us, | think, to avoid

t hose kinds of things in 2001
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Before | get into that, though, I want to -- Butch tal ked

about our web site a little bit. And if | could, I would like
to find that stuff. | want to kind of run through sone of that
with you, because I'd really like for you-all to -- the people

here are interested in this process, and | think that this web
site gives you a lot of information about what you need to know
about the process itself, the |egal underpinnings of this
process, sone of the case law that's going to guide the Board,

and things like that. And those kind of things are here. And

would really like for y'all to make use of this.

Let me give you the web site address because it's not on
this page. It's ww.arkdistrict -- all one word -- arkdistrict
-- lower case -- .state.ar

MR CRANE: It's the other way around, isn't it?

7

It's www. state.ar.us/arkdistrict.

MR MAXWELL: Okay. |I'msorry. Didy' all get
that? Let's start fromscratch again
www. st ate. ar.us/arkdistrict.

MR. CRANE: Forward sl ash.

MR, MAXWELL: /arkdistrict. Sorry about that.
But this opening page, I'll just run through sone of themthat

you might find interesting. This is a page that just tells you

about the Board, the various board nembers. |It's got
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i nformation about the Board, contact information.
One person that you might want to contact, the
reapportionnment coordinator, the person who set up in what |

call our central office over in the AGON building in Little

is Ron Sheffield. And his nunber's on the page. W got a page
that it's got a list of our public hearings that we're going to
have. That's not working.

Anyway, we've got -- there's also information -- one of

the things that | wanted to show you was our resources and

page, and one of the resources that we have |listed there and
that you can link to is the United States Census Bureau. And
what they've got now at the Census Bureau is estimates by
county. You can go there and get -- as of July 1st, 1999, you

can get what the Census Bureau estimtes the total popul ation

each county in Arkansas is. And another table they have is one

that shows the popul ation as of the 1990 census and conpares it

8
to the 1999 estimtes. And by |ooking at that, you can get an

i dea of how your county has grown for the npbst part.

the counties up in this part of the state have grown.
As a result of the growh in the State of Arkansas, which

the Census Bureau estimates is about eight percent overall, the
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average size of the House and Senate districts is, obviously,
going to increase in this period. W have a hundred House
districts, 35 Senate districts. Wen you're dividing a hundred
into the total population and 35 into the total popul ation, and

that total population gets bigger, it's obvious that the size

each district is also going to have to increase. Again, the

redistricting, the average size was about 23,000, in the -- in

this redistrict in the House and about 67,000 in the Senate.

the 2001 redistricting, the average size of a House district is
going to be about 25,000. So it will grow about 2,000 per
district. And the average size of the Senate district is going
to be about 72,000, based on the estinmated totals as of 1999.

So you can see that each district is going to have to get
bigger in terns of population. And in areas where popul ation
has increased at a faster rate than the overall popul ation of
the state, which, obviously, includes a | ot of Northwest

Arkansas, then that means the geographi cal areas of the

will get smaller. Even though you'll have to have nore people
in each district, you've grown at a faster rate than the state

has as a whole, so the geographic size in many cases wll be

smal | er.

In other parts of the state there are some counties that
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have | ost population. Sonme at the rate of anywhere from seven
to ten percent. Obviously, the geographic size of those
districts is going to have to get much | arger because you're

| ooking to find nore people to put in those districts. And

that's in areas where people have noved out of.

That just, | guess, sort of gives you a brief
denonstration, | hope, of how this conmputer software worKks.
And, like |I say, one of the things that we're going to try to

is to make our conputer equi pnment available in a nunber of

of the state so that after we're through with the |egislative
redistricting process, and naybe even while we're doing it, you
know, we may can get into it even during that earlier period,
but for sure, | think late in the sunmrer, early in the fall

we' re going to have equi pnent avail able so that counties can
cone down and draw their JP districts, if they'd |ike.

We're hoping to have that capability at the University of
Arkansas of Fayetteville at the Center for Advanced Speci al
Technol ogy up there. They have been very hel pful to the Board
of Apportionnent in acquiring this software, and it's going to

help us in using it and getting a final product in its hard

map out of it. And also at UALR at the State Data Center and

al so at the University of Arkansas at Mnticello. There's a

program down there. And we'll also have sonme availability in
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our office. W're hoping to have four different locations in

state that counties can conme in, and we can provide them sone
assistance with the technol ogy and hel pi ng those counties with
that technol ogy to take advantage of this and, perhaps, draw
their JP districts, if they would like.

In furtherance of that project, we're right nowin the
process of putting all of the JP districts -- those have to be

reported to the Secretary of State's office. W're putting

all in this computer program And so each -- we're going to
have, hopefully, all 75 counties' JP districts in this conputer
program \Wen the census data comes out in March, we will send

each county a map with nunbers showi ng the current popul ation

each JP district that will show you how the popul ati on has
changed within your counties and give you sone i dea about how
you might want to draw JP districts.

But back to the legislative redistricting process, what
I've got here is a nap showi ng the precincts that the census

bureau has in their TIGER file fromthe 1990 census. So this

the precincts as they were in 1990. The Board of Apportionnment
back in 1990, of course, didn't use the precinct as its basic
buil ding block; it used the township as its basic building

bl ock. And that's not going to happen this tine. This tinme

basi ¢ building block of this redistricting is going to be at

precinct level. So whatever those precincts | ook Iike now as
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11
State Data Center to the Census Bureau, is going to be the
precincts that we're going to be working with in draw ng these
district lines.
And just to give you just a brief denmonstration about how
this will work, let's assume that we're here in 2001 draw ng

these districts, and we see that District 15 is one that's

to have to pick up some popul ation from sonewhere, we decide to

cone up here in District 11 and take this precinct out of it

put it in District 15. Just a couple of clicks of the nouse,
and all of the sudden that precinct has been noved out of
District 11 into District 15. | cannot nmove my thing over or |
woul d show you the popul ation of District 11 has changed. It's
decreased by the nunber of people that are in that district,
which | could show by hitting this button. Pops it up and
shows that that is a precinct -- precinct known as Kinbo

Preci nct, near and dear to the folks in Crawmford County, |
suspect. And it has a total -- it had in 1990 a total

popul ation of 1,642, and then it gives racial breakdowns and
voting age breakdowns for that precinct. Pretty much

i nst ant aneous i nformation.

A far cry fromwhat |'msure a lot of y'all do or have
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done -- if any of ya'll have been involved in drawi ng your JP
districts. | know the process is it's just a matter of
spreadi ng out those census nmaps, and for each county you're

going to get 15 or 20 census maps. Spreadi ng those things out

12
and getting the nunbers on one side and getting the cal cul ator
and doing all that. That's quite a chore. This really
simplifies the process quite a bit. Anybody got any questions?

MR TOMW JOHNSON: Is this just going to be able
to be done at Fayetteville or UALR? O with the maps that you
can pick up on your web site, could that be done with those?

MR HUMPHRIES: Yes. |It's not going to be

of being done over the Internet. On the web site. You're not
going to be able to do this. | don't understand how these --
how computers work, but | do know that an individual user would
have to have this kind of software in order to do this.

Now, there are various nakers of this software out there.
We use sonet hing call ed Autobound put out by a conmpany known as
Esri, which also produces a product known as Artview. This

Aut obound sits on an Artview platform if that neans anything

anybody. It doesn't mean very much to me. But Artviewis a
wel | - known and wi del y-used geographic i nformati on systens
software. And this Autobound program sort of attaches to that

and allows you to do these redistricting tasks nmuch easier. So



and

guesti on?

Agai n,

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

our cost has been roughly per license for these, | think about
$2,000 for Artview, and about $3,000 roughly for Autobound.
Using a -- you know, pretty nuch -- we're using a -- our
-- the conputers that we're going to be working on are pretty
much state of the art now, | guess you would say, which is not

-- | mean, back in '91 we spent a hundred grand for hardware

13
software that didn't work right, spending not near that nuch
this time. | said it didn't work; it didn't work near as well
as this does. Especially with the end product. But anybody
who's got Artview can | ook at this, and | think the cost is not
such that if you have other applications for it, you know,
besi des just JP districts or whatever you're doing, it mght be
somet hing that you woul d consider investing in. And | think if
you get sone help, | hate to do much volunteering for CAST, but
| know that they're |looking to spread the joy of GS up there.
And | think the folks at CAST -- | talked to Brian Cul pepper up
there -- can probably help you with that.

Anybody el se got anything? O did | answer your

MR, JOHNSON. Yes.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Anybody el se got anyt hi ng?

one of the things that we're here for is to hear from you-al

about these districts. | mean, that's the nmain purpose that
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we're here is to hear fromthe |ocal areas about the

process. And what |'ve tried to do is sort of explain howthe
process is going to work and give you sone ideas of how the
nunbers are going to evol ve.

But, you know, if ya'll have any ideas fromus, we would
like to hear themnow. O another feature on our web site is a
page where you can e-nail coments to us. And so | would
encourage you to go to that. And you can | ook at the coments

t hat have al ready been sent to us, and there have been four or

14
five, fromdifferent -- these have been fromthe Delta. But

we've had four or five coments. And we would |ike to hear

folks in this area and everywhere we go about what you want.

there are numerous ways to contact us. Again, we would like to
hear from you now or over the web site or by tel ephone, mail.
Al that information as far as addresses and phone nunbers are
on the web site.
Yes, sir.
MR, LARRY COCHRAN: | have a question about how
t he Reapportionment Board comes to a consensus or a decision on
redrawing a district. | suspect in npst cases you have kind of
a consensus, but what if the reapportionment board di sagrees?

WIIl it come down to just strictly a straight vote?
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MR HUMPHRIES: It's pretty nuch a straight vote.

Now, to give you a little bit of idea about how the process

last tinme back in '91, we had a series of hearings like this,
then the staff holed up in the AGON building and cane up with a
proposed plan. Then we went out and had anot her series of

nmeetings around the state and took that proposed plan around

asked fol ks what they thought about that. Then the Board had a
series of nmeetings late in the year, and there was a | ot of

di scussion. People cane to Little Rock fromvarious parts of
the state with various ideas about how they wanted those
districts to look. And the Board nmet three times, | believe,

late in the year before they actually adopted a plan. And

15
expect it will go sonething like this. Yes, sir
MR, BUDDY BLAIR. For identification, |'m Buddy

Blair and a former -- I'mretired now. I'ma form educat or

I was in the Arkansas House of Representatives 1981 to 1995.
And we've gone -- | went through this twice when | was in the

| egislature, and -- in fact, when | was elected and went in in
'"81 is when that process started the first time. Now |'m going
to address just Fort Snmith. Okay? Because that was ny --

obviously, that's where | represented. W have -- and
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we have a nulti-nmenber district here in Fort Smith.

As you know, in 1981 the boundaries were roughly -- it
went -- nowthis is the first tine. GCkay? |'mgoing to give
you a little history. The boundary roughly went in Fort Smith
to Van Buren, to 74th Street, down to Zero Street. Isn't that
correct, Ton? And we had three representatives in that
district. Okay? Then when -- of course, we had a popul ation
i ncrease. So, basically, what they did -- we had a problem al
along in that district, and I'll tell you what it was, and it
was no big deal -- well, it was a big deal, too, | guess. |

didn't, but two of our representatives, one a Republican and

a Denocrat, and both fine representatives -- okay -- lived next

door to each with a house separating them So there was no --

nean, they were -- we were going to get into a situation where
they were going to have to run again, so | can't split a house

in half, and they lived on the sane side of the street. So,

16
basically, what I'msaying is, that if we continue with the
mul ti-menber district we're going to redistrict again, and we

took in -- well, | think clear to Barling, and then we went

Fianna Hlls and there was sone confusion there, | know, on --
as you well know.

The point I'mleading up tois, is by giving you this
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hi story, we no |onger have that situation of two

who live so close to each other. And speaking for nyself
personally, | would like to see Fort Smith in single nmenber
districts for a couple of reasons. Nunber one is, we really
don't have any representation that | know of on the north side
of town of Fort Smith, through no fault of anybody's. This is
not pointing the finger at any of our fine representatives and

state senators we have now. |'mjust saying that's just the

-- well, let's talk about representatives, not state senate,
because | think he has noved. | never can figure out where he

is, but he's over -- anyway, the bottomline thing is, as far

the representatives are concerned, | think that for whatever
it's worth, and put nmy two bits in, if we should show a

popul ation that | think we're going to show, | would like to

see -- put ny plug in for a single nenber district.
MR HUMPHRIES: 1've broken this down to the
level . That's kind of another thing you can do here. @G ves

an idea about the patterns. Yes.

MR, JAKE FI LES: | am Jake Fil es. | amthe

17

current representative who had the confusion and had to nove.

have noved, M. Blair, over, and | live in Sutton Estates now,
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so there is representation on the north side. And | see that
side of it also. | also see some benefits on the multi-nenber
side as well.

The issues that | see could possibly come up are turf
battles. And Mss Carson and | have not ever had a problem
wor ki ng together. | say that; not that | know of. And work
toget her well, although being on different sides of the

political aisle. But | can see sone things arising as well

| say, | represent the area Westark was in; she represents

anot her area and Dean represents yet another one. Wen it

time to fund sonething at Westark, and the other two has not

gotten things that they're interested in, not that they're

to bl ock an appropriation bill that's going to help the entire
conmunity, but it's not going to help their people, and it's
going to be hard to go back in sone cases when they say, "Well

why didn't you do sonething for our area? W were the ones

el ected you." And justify why you're hel ping out in another
area. But it's a benefit to all conmmunities it serves. And so
not that that would ever come up, and | certainly hope that it
woul dn't, but | see things |ike that have a possibility of
creeping in when you start splitting things up across the
street.

MR, JOHANSON:  Tim Tonmmy Johnson. |'m chairnman
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the Denocratic party locally here, and | support the single
menber district, and | think the Denocrat Party here al so does.
One basic reason, and that is the Suprenme Court decision -- the
Federal Suprene Court decision, one nan, one vote, and it's
hard -- 1'"msure Patti gets upset that | have three
representatives representing ne, and she only has one. That's
just basically fairness there. And as far as these turf
battles, | cannot see where a turf battle would conme, even with
Crawford County, on sonething for Westark

I think one thing, too, we need -- we need to know -- you
know, it depends on where you start naking the boundaries.
VWet her you start themthe eastern side of the state, the

southern side, or what corner. |It's where you're going to

is howit's going to be divided. That needs
to -- we need to know sonethi ng about that, | think.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: That's -- you know, that's not
sonet hing that we can tell you right now, and there's really no

way to know that. Those are decisions that are going to have

be made when we start doing it. | mean, that's -- | don't

that's sonething we can tell you in Novenber what we're going

be doing in April about that kind of thing. So -- but you're
right. | nean, everybody wants us to start in their area, and,

you know, because it does nake a big difference as to how

get drawn in one area as it's sort of a domino effect. | mean,
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MR, JOHNSON: How do you determ ne where you're
going to start?

MR HUWPHRIES: Well, in '91 it was easy because
we were under a court order in '91 to draw districts a certain
way in the Delta, so you had to start there. And the Delta and
Sout h Arkansas and Central Arkansas. And we're no |onger under
that court order, so that's a decision that the Board i s going
to have to make with input fromfolks Iike you-all. | mean,
that's what the web site is for, that's what the tel ephone is

for, that's what the mail is for, is to give us your ideas

where we should start and why we should start there. And so --

MS. PATTI HILL: Tim | have a question, and
realize this doesn't have anything to do with the
reapportionment. It's down on county clerks and the voter
registration rolls. Howor will this interface with the
statewi de voter systemso that we don't have to drive street by
street to identify these people?

MR HUWMPHRIES: We're trying to figure out a way

to make that work. | nean, this is good technol ogy, and

it can be nmarried. But | think we're going to have to get this

process done first before we can figure that out. So | don't
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know that we would be able -- | couldn't have an answer of --
to that for you today.
MS. HILL: But you-all have taken that into

consi derati on on down the road.

20
MR. HUWPHRI ES: Absol utely.

MS. HILLS: And | guess ny real concern is

of the growth in Crawford County, there's a strong possibility
that we will go from1l JP districts to 13, which is going to
create a lot of voter registration records to be changed.

MR, HUMPHRIES: Right. One thing you can see in

this -- | think if | can zoomin on it closer here. One area

town. | think the street nanes will pop up. Maybe not. Yeah,
there they are. Well, | can't get it close enough, but y'al
can't read the street names fromthere, but we'll be able to
produce maps where you can. | think we'll be able to use this

technology to help in that regard, and, you know, to nmarry

two things. And | -- we're |ooking at that, but, again, it's

not sonething that we're going to be able to know about unti

get --
MS. HILL: Still in the infant stages.
MR, HUMPHRI ES: Pardon ne?

M5. HILL: It's in the infancy stages.



t hi nk

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

MR, HUWMPHRI ES: VYeah, it really is. It really

I"'mjust learning it nyself, and ya'll can probably tell

MS. JO CARSON: Jo Carson. | have a question.

we have any prelimnary on the census on the popul ation of Fort
Smth?
MR, HUMPHRI ES: Actually, | think if you'll go to

t hat census web site, there are sonme SMSA, Statistica

21

Metropolitan Areas and Statistical Areas. | think there are
sone estinates for the Fort Smith nmetropolitan statistical area
on there, but not Fort Smith itself, and certainly not at the
bl ock I evel that we're |ooking at here. But, yeah, | think
there's some general sort of gross nunbers on this.

MS. CARSON: Do you-all anticipate that we mi ght
pi ck up anot her menber?

MR, HUMPHRI ES: |In Sebastian County or in Fort

Smith?
M5. CARSON: In the Fort Snmith area.
MR HUMPHRIES: |'ve looked at it. Again, |
in terms of that 25,000 per seat, which would -- and if -- is

Fort Smith going to be larger than 75,000 folks? |'m not sure.

M5. HILL: On that note, Crawford County will
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exceed, |'m assuming, 50,000. |Is there a possibility we'l

our own two representatives from Crawford County? | nean, we
now go into Franklin County and i nto Washi ngton County.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: You know, that's just --

MS. HILL: | nean, that's just a --

MR, HUMPHRI ES: Right. Again, that's one of

things that it's inpossible to say one way or the other unti

you see where the people lie and you actually get into doing

I'"s just inpossible to say sitting here in Novenber.
M5. DIANE WLSON: |I'msorry I'mlate, so | mght

be aski ng questions that have been answered. Franklin County

22
has three districts, and if you look at it, you can see we do

not have the high populated city that represents -- Van Buren

one, Greenwood, and then like Harrison. So |'m concerned
because we have three districts, and as | understand the census
is going to determine -- or have a lot to do with the
determ nation, but what -- if we don't have a nmajor city, how
does that work? How is that going to affect our county?

MR. HUMPHRI ES: And anybody -- any of the other
folks here fromany of the offices can junp in any tine they
want, but | can tell you the way it worked last tine. | mean,

what we attenpted to do was to keep small cities intact within
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their own districts, obviously. And so what you have there is

situation where you have a group of small cities, perhaps, in a
district, and that's strictly going to be true in the senate

di stricts because there are so few of them and makes them so

| arge, popul ati on-w se and geography-w se. But, for the nost
part, cites are kept intact within the districts, and a | ot of
times, | nean we try to work it -- we would try to work it so
that you have a small city, four or five, six, ten thousand,
sonething like that, and its surrounding rural area, you know,

has -- a snmall city mght be a high level district, soto

MS. WLSON:. Let me get nore specific. |I'mfrom
Ozark. Altus is five mles and Altus has grown, but they're

represented by two different districts, and they're on the

side of the river, which neans it would be great if that was in

23
one district, the entire north side, and then the south was

represented by another district. And I'mjust wondering if our

popul ation will have an effect for that to happen, you know.
MR, HUMPHRI ES: Probably not. | nean, you know,
there's probably not -- | amfairly fanmiliar with Ozark and

Al tus both, and, you know, there's no way to know at this point

howit's going to fall out at this time. But | don't think --
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know Ozark, |'mpretty sure it hasn't grown enough, | wouldn't
think to -- it's just -- like | said it's inpossible to divide
that fromwhat we know right now. But, | nean, is your point
that you would like to see Ozark and Altus kept together wthin
a district?

MS. W LSON: I would like to see two instead

three, and that just seens | ogical

MR HUMPHRIES: Two districts in Franklin County.
M5. WLSON: Uh-huh, Franklin County.

MR. HUWPHRI ES: Instead of three?

M5. WLSON: Right.

MS. HI LL: How does the reapportion affect the

judicial districts? O does it?
MR, HUMPHRIES: It doesn't. Especially in this
area. | nean, there may be sone tangential effects through

judicial districts in the Delta and Central Arkansas as a

of a consent decree, but those are subdistricts. It really

doesn't have any effect on this area.

24
Did | see a question over here?
MR. COCHRAN: Yeah, I'mLarry Cochran. | live
here in Fort Smith, and | would like to speak for the single
menber district. | think the single menber district is much

nore denocratic. In the lectures fromDr. Stephens, a
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Uni versity of Arkansas professor fromyears ago, he contended

that nulti-nenmber districts are | ess denpcrati c. | think if

| ook at just strictly the mathematical nunbers, it's a |ot
easier for, say, a state rep to represent the constituents of
25,000 instead of 75,000. Wuldn't you say that, M. Blair?
MR. BLAIR Exactly.
MR. COCHRAN: It's a lot nore denocratic.
Secondl y, when you have a multi-menber district like this, it

dilutes the voting power of mnorities. It sinply --

are just sinmply -- are overwhelnmed by it 75,000 instead of
25,000 in getting that -- a mnority candi date el ected.

Thirdly, when you have a multi-nmenber district, when you get
into a boundary problem|like we've had of finding exactly where
t he boundary is, you've got problems with three state
representatives instead of one. So it's magnified.

Anot her issue | would like to bring to your attention is
that there's a lot of buck passing with nulti-menber districts.
| know in the case in the past, that if you had a problem-- a
constituent had a problem-- sonmetines it was very, very

difficult to get ahold of one representative. And when you get

25
hol d of another, they say "Well let so and so handle it."

They' re just passing the buck back and forth. | can't see turf
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wars breaking out here. Generally, our representatives work
toget her for the good of Fort Smith and things like that. |
just think that's not an issue.

And, fourthly, | think there's a constitutional question
of a multi-menber district. Fromtalking to attorneys, | think
you nmay have litigation fromvarious constituents in Fort Smith
if we go with a multi-menber district. Thank you.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: Anybody el se?
MR. REEVES: | did want to say one thing just to
| et you know. W have to start with the '91 lines. W can't

erase those and start fromscratch. So we will start with

and nove those. | want to make clear that we're not starting
fromscratch all over because incunbency is one thing with core
groups of interest and all those kind of things. But we wll
start with those Iines and redraw those as opposed to starting
anew. | just think that would be a nightmare, mnd boggling.

Q her than that, |I think we've gotten ya'll's input and

and questi ons.

| really just think with the software we'll be able to do
a better job and answer questions. We'Ill be able to see
instantly what we've done when we click a bar as opposed to
having to go and add all this stuff. It will instantly tell us

what we've done to a district or not done. And did we
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acconpl i sh what we set out to acconplish.

O her

than that, | don't have anything.

(Wherein the hearing was adjourned.)
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